
Happy New Year Everyone!
Christmas has now come and gone and I hope that you all had a peaceful and contented 
one.  To those of you who found Christmas a difficult time for whatever reason I sincerely 
hope the New Year brings hope and joy.

Grants
Yet more ‘photos of local organisations receiving grants from the Community Council.  
First is Llanharan Rainbow Guides and the second is Llanharan Amateur Boxing Club.  

The Boxing Club chose to allow the Community Council to buy equipment for them.  The 
‘photo shows new punch bags, the training ring at the back with new ropes, and other 
sorted equipment.  The opening times of the gym are:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 5pm - 6pm kids boxing (under 15); 6pm - 7pm adult boxing 
(15 and over).
Monday and Thursday 7:30pm - 8:30pm women only boxing classes
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I am told that all ages and all abilities are welcome, whether you want to compete, learn 
boxing basics, get fit or just relieve the stress of daily life, boxing is a great physical activity 
to improve your lifestyle and health.  Mr Trowbridge (a fully qualified coach) says drop-in 
for a chat or give him a call on 07403 519888
Allotments
There are plots available on our Pendre Site, and the council is working with RCT 
Highways Department with a view of improving the ground at the entrance to this site.  
Now is the time to start preparing for next year’s planting so, If you are interested in 
growing your own vegetables then contact the Clerk.
RCT Austerity Measures
Most of the sporting field users have been contacted by RCT CBC outlining the proposed 
changes to the cost of hiring the sports fields in the area.  The Community Council have 
begun negotiations with RCT with a view to maintaining the current standards of 
maintenance of all the sports fields in the Community and the 3G pitch located in Brynna, 
by sharing the work load.  The community council will be responsible for the grass cutting 
whilst all the other non-cutting activities such as marking out and annual spiking, sanding 
and reseeding will be done by RCT.  Brynna’s 3G pitch will still have its weekly 
maintenance carried out by RCT.  This will be achieved by a formal service level 
agreement between the two Authorities.  The Community Council will be also considering 
other measures it can take to ensure that the non-statutory services we receive in this 
community do fall below the standards we have come to expect.



Railway Station & Parking
It was mentioned in a previous issue that Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust were willing 
to offer Network Rail and or RCT, the use of the Trust’s car park during the daytime to 
relieve the congested parking in Chapel Road.  Well, in my capacity as Chair of the Trust 
we have met with an officer from RCT, who came to look what was on offer, and the 
person was pleasantly surprised at the size available.  ‘Photos were taken and possible 
safe walking routes to the station were looked at as well.  A report will be compiled in the 
near future and if it is agreed that the proposition is feasible, then funding avenues for the 
appropriate works will be explored.  Watch this space!

Christmas Dinners for the Senior Citizens 
Llanharan
On the 4th December the Community Council welcomed the Senior Citizens of Llanharan 
to their Annual Christmas Dinner.  It was a splendid affair with over 100 people from 
Llanharan, Bryncae and Ynysmaerdy attending.  The event was graced by the attendance 
of Janice Gregory AM and Cllr Barry Stephens, Deputy Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf CBC 
and his lovely wife Barbara.  After the dinner, on behalf of the Community Council, I 
presented a garden clock to Mrs Gill Richards, to mark the honour of her receiving the 
British Empire Medal, and to thank her once again for organising this event on behalf of 
the Community Council.  This was followed by the children of Llanharan Primary School, 
who entertained us with songs from their Christmas Concert and some Christmas Carols. 
They were truly amazing and very well appreciated by the audience.  My thanks to the 
Head and staff for allowing the children to entertain us so brilliantly.
Brynna
At the time of writing this article the Brynna Dinner had not taken place so I will report on 
that next month.
Christmas Lights
They came on, 1st December as promised (at least most of them), to a mixed reaction. 
The Council has received letters and emails of praise and of condemnation.  The main 
gripe was that there aren’t enough and some are dated.  After some fruitful discussions 
with a group of residents, an Action Committee has been setup with the purpose of raising 
funds through sponsorship by local businesses, and events, to introduce more lights 
throughout the community next year.  The Community Council will work in partnership with 
this Committee through its Economic & Environmental Strategy Group, to achieve the 
desired outcomes.  Search for Xmas Lights For Llanharan area For 2015 on Facebook if 
you want to become involved.
Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
The re-opening of Llanharan Miners Welfare Hall took place on the 6th December.  The 
interior of the hall now benefits from a new ceiling, more energy efficient lighting and a new 
heating system.  Both are zone controlled so that energy is not being wasted on areas that 
are not in use, plus a makeover to make it a smart warm and inviting place to use.  The 
new entrance doors make access that much easier, the old storage rooms have be 
brought back into use as comfortable meeting / committee / conference rooms. 
The ceremony took place in the latter part of the Drop-in Centre’s Christmas Fayre, and it 
was attended by Michelle Rowson of the Coalfields Regeneration Trust and her husband, 
also Tracey Cook of RCT Homes Meadow Prospects.  Both those organisations gave 
substantial grants towards the project, along with other organisations.  In total, the Trust 
received £83,429.95 in grant aid from 13 organisations including Llanharan Community 
Shop.  Representatives from the contractors who carried out the works were also in 
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attendance and I must say that each and every contractor and their workforce went 
beyond the call of duty to complete their work, and in helping to overcome unforeseen 
problems as they cropped up, and believe you me, there were many.

The honour of unveiling the Plaque to mark the re-opening fell to our Member of 
Parliament, Huw Irranca-Davies aided by our AM Janice Gregory, with Mr ‘Ted’ Thomas, 
(Llanharan’s oldest resident and ex-miner), in the presence Cllr Barry Stephens, Deputy 
Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf CBC, Cllr Geraint Hopkins, County Borough Member for 
Llanharan Ward and Trustee of the Trust, Cllr Roger Turner RCT County Borough Member 
for Brynna Ward, Community Councillors John Bowman (Trustee), William Hopkin, Emrys 
Evans, Phillip Poyner (Trustee), Will Thomas (Trustee), Serkan Aksin (Trustee) and myself 
along with the Representatives of the Grants Organisations and the Contractors.



I also need to record my thanks to the staff and volunteers of the Drop-in Centre for the aid 
they gave during the refurbishment, clearing away rubbish and scrap, and for cleaning the 
hall once the work had been completed.
Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the community and also 
clean up after your dog wherever you are.  There are plenty of disposal bins around the 
Community so there is no excuse really.
If you have an idea for a group activity, ask about the availability of the Hall.  There is help 
and advice available on how to start up from Sian Davies, the manager of the Drop-in 
Centre plus lots of other sources and possible financial help from the Community Council 
and other sources to get things going.
Useful Contacts:

Sian Davies, Manager, Drop-in Centre 01443 229723  Email: 
llanharancommunity@btconnect.com
Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council  01443 231430 Email: 
clerk@llanharancc.co.uk

Future Meetings
The next Council Meeting will be on Thursday 15th January at the Llanharan Miners 
Welfare Hall.
A reminder that the Minutes of the Council’s meetings can be found at our office in the 
Drop In Centre, at the local Post Offices and on our web site www.llanharancc.co.uk
Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council  01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk

May I on behalf of the Community Council and the Trustees of Llanharan Recreation 
Ground Trust take this opportunity to wish everyone a prosperous and a Happy New Year!
Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Chairman of Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk
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